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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The first edition of Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism was highly acclaimed
by the Soviet and international Communist press. A great many propagan-
dists and teachers of Marxism acknowledged its value as a useful educational
aid, easy to understand while being at the same time a competent scientific
exposition of the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism as an integral science,
The book was translated into many languages (English, French, German,
Italian, Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, etc.).

The present, second edition, while C{)reserving the structure and main content
of the first edition, has been enriche by the valuable new ideas of the most
outstanding work of modern Marxist-Leninist thought—the Programme of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union—and by the basic propositions of the
other documents of the Twenty-Second Congress of the C.P.S.U. Account has
also been taken of the very important conclusions and appraisals of the Meeting
of Representatives of Communist and Workers' Parties held in 1960. To avoid
increasing the size of the book many passages have had to be shortened although
this was not otherwise required by the content of the previous text. During
the work on the present edition attention has been paid to many suggestions
contained in reviews of the book and also in letters from readers.

The main work of preparing the second edition has been carried out by O. V.,
Kuusinen (leader of the group of authors), Y. A. Arbatov, A. S, Belyakov,
S. L. Vygodsky, A. G. Mileikovsky and L. M. Sheidin.

Work on the revision of individual chapters has also been carried out by
F. M. Burlatsky, N. 1. Ivanov, B. M. Leibzon, A. A. Makarovsky, and Y. P.
Sitkovsky.




THE MARXIST-LENINIST WORLD OUTLOOK

Introductory Remarks

“Marx’s teaching is all-
powerful because it is
true.” |

(Lenin)

Mastery of the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism requires
serious and -thoughtful study and, consequently, much work and
time. What are the fruits of such a study? |

Put briefly, the answer is that it gives us an integral world
outlook, the most progressive outlook of our time, one in which
the cardinal components of the great teachings of Marx and Lenin
are blended in a harmonious, integral system. In this book they are
presented in the following order:

Marxist-Leninist philosophy, including the materialist concep-
tion of history; |

Marxist-Leninist economic theory; |

the theory and tactics of the international communist move-
ment, including the Marxist-Leninist appraisal of the most impor-
tant mass trends in the present-day democratic movement;

the theory of socialism and communism.

It need hardly be said that one book cannot encompass all the
wealth of Marxism-Leninism. This book deals only with its fun-
damentals. |

There are various kinds of world outlook, whether progressive
or reactionary. Some of the latter are based on ancient beliefs and
superstitions and seek to persuade religious-minded people that they
must remain blindly dependent upon some supernatural being and
his vicars and anointed regents on earth. Other philosophies, while
not openly asserting the existence of a deity and even avowing faith
inscience, resort to subtle but false arguments in an effort to destroy
man’s conviction of the real existence of the material world.

That is the method used by the exponents of the most fashionable
trends in modern idealism. Many of them do not themselves believe
in the existence of supernatural forces but, influenced by the tra-
ditional conventions and prejudices of bourgeois society, are unwill-
ing to close all doors against belief in the supernatural. New dis-
coveries in science, they say, cast doubt on the materiality of nature.
And the theologians and clerics support them, on the assumption
that people who can be induced to believe in the non-materiality of
nature are capable of believing anything.
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Not everything that imitates science is real science, just as not
everything that glitters is gold. And particularly in our time many
varieties of idealist philosophy eagerly assume a scientific guise in
order to conceal their anti-scientific substance. In reality, they fear
the wcighty evidence of scientific facts and seck to hush up or dis-
tort these facts.

Marxism-Leninism has great merits that distinguish it from all
other philosophical systems.

It does not recognise the existence of any supernatural forces or
creators. It rests squarely on reality, on the real world in which we
live. It liberates mankird, once and for all, from superstition and
age-old spiritual bondage. It encourages independent, free and con-
‘sistent thought. |

Marxism-Leninism regards the world such as 1t actually is, with-
out adding an invented hell or paradise. It proceeds from the fact
that all nature, including man himself, consists of matter with its
different properties.

Nature, as well as all its individual phenomena, is in constant
process of development. The laws of that development have not
been ordained by God and do not depend on man’s will. They are
intrinsic in nature itself and are fully knowable.There are no inher-
ently unknowable things in the world; w..re are only things which
are still unknown, but which man will Increasingly get to know.

The Marxist-Leninist world outlook stems from science itself and
trusts science, as long as science is not divorced from reality and
practice, | |

Marxism-Leninism teaches that not only the development of
nature, but the development of human seciety too, takes place
In accordance with objective laws :hat are independent of man’s
Wlll. . 28 | |

By revealing the basic laws -f social development, Marxism
raised history to the level of 3 genuine science capable of explaining
the nature of every social system and the development of society
from one social system to another. That was a tremendous victory
for scientific thought. |

Bourgeois sociologists, economists and historians could not re-
fute the materialist conception of history, nor oppose to it a theory
acceptable to the majority of bourgeois scientists. Yet many bour-
geols scientists obstinately repudiate historical materialism, Why?
Because it refutes the “eternity” of the capitalist system. For if
the transition of society from one system to another takes place in
accordance with objective laws, then it must follow that the capital-
st system is bound to give way to another, more progressive social
structure. And that is something not only the capitalists, but the

scientists dependent on them materially and spiritually find it hard
and bitter to acknowledge,

HA
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Never in the history of class society has the ruling class believed
in the inevitable doom of its system. The slave-owners felt sure
their system would last for ever, for had it not been established by
divine will? The feudal lords who superseded them likewise believed
their system had been established by divine will and for all  time.
But they were forced to give way to the bourgeoisie, and then it
was its turn to seek comfort in the illusion that capitalism was
“eternal” and “unassailable”, And many learned sociologists and his-
torians, reluctant to break with capitalism, try in every possible
way to refute the fact that the development and change of social
systems follow intrinsic laws that do not dapend on the will of the
ruling classes and their ideologists.

Hence, bourgeois ideologists wage war on the Marxist conception
of history not because it is wrong, but precisely because it is true.

By revealing the laws governing the operation and development
of the forces of nature and scciety, genuine science can always fore-
see the new. The Marxist science of the laws of social development
enables us not only to chart a correct path through the labyrinth
of sceial contradictions, but to predict the course events will take, the
direction of historical progress and the next stages of social advance.

Thus, Marxism-Leninism gives us an - instrument with which
to look into the future and*see the outlines<of impending historical
changes. This “time telescope” has revealed to us the magnificent
future of humanity freed from the yoke of capitalism, from the last
exploiting system. But when progressive science invites bourgeois
scientists (who claim that “nothing can be predicted”) to apply the
Marxist “time telescope”, they simply shut their eyes—they are
afraid to look into th~ future.

But Marxists have no fear of the future. They represent the class
to which the future bel.ngs and have no use for illusions, which are
shattered the moment they comeinto contact with the facts, with
science.

Headed by Lenin, the Russian Marxists foresaw the socialist
revolution in Russia as a task which history had matured. Accord-
ingly, they rallied the working class for decisive struggle against
the exploiting system, organised the storming of its bastions and
achieved complete victory.

The Marxists-Leninists of the Soviet Union foresaw the pos-
sibility of building socialism in their vast country, rallied the
working people for the accomplishment of that great task and led
them to the victory of socialism. |

The Marxists-Leninists of the Soviet Union and other countries
foresaw the probability of a second world war being unleashed by
fascist Germany. They warned all the nations and predicted Germa-
ny's deteat. During the Second World War, it was chiefly the he-
coic efforts of the Soviet people and its glorious army that routed
the forces of the German aggressor and his allies.
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The Marxists-Leninists of the People’s Democracies foresaw the
Possibility and historic. necessity of overthrowing capitalist rule
in their countries, of establishing the power of the working people,
led by the ‘working class, and carrying out the necessary socialist
Cchanges, Alive to these pressing needs of social development, they
led the people along the path of building socialism, in which they
have already achieved considerable success. Led by the working
class and the Communist Party, People’s China has risen to its full
gigantic stature, has defeated its external and internal enemies and
has coped with the difficult problem of a bourgeois-democratic rev-
olution. It has launched a bold plan of socialist construction and

is devoting the utmost energy to its fulfilment.

. Crucial developments in the first half of the century thus provide
irrefutable proof that the Communists, armed with the Marxist
theory, on the whole, correctly predicted the general course of his-
tory, The truth of the Marxist-Leninist conception of history has
been fully borne out in practice.

But the Marxist-Leninist theory is not a dogma, it is a guide
o action. Like life itself, this theory does not stand still but
develops and becomes richer as the historical conditions alter and
new tasks arise in the struggle of the progressive forces of man-
kind. Genuine Marxism-Leninism is always living, creative Marxism-
Lemqlsm. A powerful contribution to the creative development of
Ma;msm-—Leninism is the new Programme of the C.P.S.U. It is the
fruit of the collective theoretical work of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and of its Leninist Central Committee. |

The Marxist-Leninist theory illumines the path ahead. One has
9nly to know how to apply it correctly. Without the Marxist-Lenin-
ist theo_ry, even progressively-minded people have to grope in the
dark, without a genuine and profound understanding of the events
taking place around them. -

Marx%st-Leninist theory provides a scientific basis for revolution-
ary policy. He who bases his policy on subjective desires remains
elthe? a futile dreamer or risks being thrust into the background
by history. For history does not conform to man’s wishes if these
are not in accordance with the laws of history. That is why Lenin
emghasmed the need for a sober scientific analysis of objective sit-
uations and the objective course of evolution as the basis for defin-
ing the ‘political line of the Party and for subsequently carrying
it out with all revolutionary determination, Marx said: |

We must take things as they are, that is, uphold the revolution-
ary cause in a form that corresponds to the changed circumstances.”! *

The—:: Marxist theory, which has grown out of the revolutionary
experience apd revolutionary thought of all nations, corresponds
to the historical mission of the working class as the vanguard and

¥ See list of quoted literature.
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leader of the great movement for emancipation of all the oppressed
and exploited. In the proletariat the Marxist world outlook has
found its material weapon, just as the proletariat has found in Marx-
ism its spiritual weapon. | | | -

Marxism-Leninism therefore represents a most valuable source
of strength for all working people, for every progressive man or
woman who wants to acquire a correct understanding of the world,
who does not want to be at the mercy of circumstances but a con-
scious contributor to the events that are unfolding in the world.
There are already millions of such men and women, and their number
1s increasing all the time. Ever wider numbers of ordinary people are
coming into motion—they do not want to live without a purpose,
they want to be conscious and active participants in historical prog-
ress. For them Marxism-Leninism is an inestimable aid and guide.
That applies .in particular to the young generation—Marxism-Len-
inism enables them to reach more quickly the political maturity
that comes with experience of life and helps them to direct their
youthful energies along the correct path of serving mankind.

The Marxist-Leninist world outlook is also a true compass in
every sphere of scientific endeavour, not only in the social but also
in the natural sciences. For is it not true that a correct understand-
ing of the world and its general laws, interrelations and processes
greatly helps the natural scientist in his creative research? That
understanding is provided by Marxism-Leninism.

It is no accident that their research experiences are now lead-
ing many eminent scientists either fully to accept Marxism, or
tacitly to adopt some of its elements, in order to gain a more pro-
found knowledge of the secrets of nature and be in a better position
to serve the interests of humanity. |

The Marxist-Leninist outlook opens up splendid prospects to
workers in the arts and literature. 1t directs their creative efforts
towards a deeper and richer reflection of reality through artistic me-
dia. Without the beneficial influence of a clear, progressive world
outlook, the work of contemporary writers and artists is at the best
anaemic. -

Whereas bourgeois literature is more and more succumbing to
moods of hopelessness and unrelieved pessimism, the work of pro-
gressive writers and poets is imbued with a life-asserting optimism.
Their artistic creation is inspired by faith in a brighter future and
calls for the building of that future.

Whereas Western bourgeois ideology is caught in a desperate
crisis of disbelief in man and the future of civilisation, the Marxist-
Leninist world outlook inspires a desire to work for noble social
ideals. ‘

Thorough mastery of Marxism-Leninism gives one a profound
conviction not only of the correctness of the workers’ cause, but
of the historical inevitability of the coming triumph of socialism
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throughout the world. Marxism-Leninism is a source of strength,
even to the weak; a source of steadfast political principle. It instils
the unshakable ideological conviction that enables one to withstand
all trials and ordeals.

| Millions in every part of the world have already drawn from this
rich source the great ideals of their movement, and the boundless
energy needed to translate these ideals into life. .

Life without a progressive world outlook—can any intelligent
person accept that today? Worse still is to depend on wretched sub-
[Sl?tl(lites for a world outlook that are satisfactory only to inferior

inds.

It is a thousand times better to make the effort necessary for
‘thoroughly mastering the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism and
S0 acquire the spiritual wealth and superiority needed in the struggle
against the dark forces of the imperialist enemies of mankind.

PART ONI

THE PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS
OF THE MARXIST-LENINIST
WORLD OUTLOOK -

CITAPTFER 1

PHILOSOPHICAL MATERIALISM

The indestructible foundation of the whole edifice of Marxism-
Leninism is its philosophy—dialectical and historical materialism.

That philosophy regards the world as it actually is, views it in
the light of the data provided by progressive science and social
practice. Marxist philosophical materialism is the logical outcome
of scientific knowledge gained over the centuries.

1. The Development of Progressive Materialist
Seience in Struggle Against Reaction and
Ignorance

The history of science has been marked by the ceaseless struggle
of progressive scientists and philosophers against ignorance and
superstition, against political and ideological reaction. In every
exploiting class society there are forces, the reactionary social classes,
that stand to lose by the dissemination of progressive scientific
views. In the past they either directly opposed science and persecut-
ed progressive scientists and philosophers—even burning them at
the stake or imprisoning them—or sought to distort scientific dis-
coveries so as to deprive them of their progressive, materialistic
implications.

In ancient Greece, the materialist philosopher Anaxagoras was
banished from Athens as an atheist. The works of the outstanding
materialist philosopher Democritus, one of the founders of the atom-
ic theory of matter, who rejected divine intervention in nature
and human affairs, were subjected to destruction during several
centuries, as a result of which not one of them has come down to us,

The ancient Greek materialist philosopher Epicurus, a disciple
of Democritus, who sought to liberate man from fear of God and to
assert the validity of science, was for two thousand years anathema-
tised by the leaders of the Church, who falsely depicted him as an enc-
my of morality and disseminator of vice.

After Christianity had been made the state religion of Rome,
the memorials of ancient civilisation were ruthlessly wiped out by
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the priests and monks, In particular, in 391 A. D. a horde of fanat-

ical Christians tore down the ancient cathedral of Serapis and de-

stroyed what was left of the greatest library of the ancient world,
that of Alexandria. Pope Gregory I (590-604), an inveterate enemy of
secular science and learning, destroyed many valuable works of
ancient authors, notably the works of materialist philosophers.

The Inquisition, the papal invention for suppressing all op-
position to the Catholic Church, savagely persecuted all progressive
thinkers. In 1600, on the orders of the Inquisition, Giordano Bruno,
the great philosopher and scientist who upheld the Copernican doc-
trine, was burnt at thestake. In 1619, another great thinker, Luci-
lio Vanini, was done to death in Toulouse, France—on the orders
“of the Inquisition, his tongue was torn out and he was then burnt
at the stake. The Inquisition tried to force Galileo, the famous Ital-
ian astronomer who upheld the Copernican theory, to renounce his
views. Voltaire, the great French philosopher of the Enlightenment,
‘was_imprisoned in the Bastille, and another eighteenth-century
French materialist philosopher, Diderot, was also sent to prison.

It should not -be imagined that the struggle of the reactionaries
against science was confined to ancient or medieval times. It is being
waged in the capitalist era too. The capitalist class is interested in
promoting the natural sciences—physics, chemistry, mathematics,
etc.,—that are closely connected with technical advance, but it is
not at all interested in spreading the materialist philosophy, the
scientific world outlook that enables men correctly to apprehend
reality and to know how to react to it in their activities. That is
‘why bourgeois ideologists do everything they can to prevent people
from drawing materialist and atheistic conclusions from scientific
discoveries, for they consider such conclusions dangerous to capi-
talist domination. |

Marxism-Leninism and its philosophy, dialectical and historical
materialism, are especially hateful to the reactionary bourgeoisie.
A veritable army of bourgeois professors specialise in “refuting”
Marxism.

True, in our day the reactionary bourgeoisie does not burn pro-

gressive scientists and philosophers at the stake. But it has other
means of exerting pressure on them: dismissal from universities
and scientific institutions, factual deprival of opportunities to pub-
lish their works, moral and political discrediting, etc. In recent
years, all these methods of combating “dangerous thoughts” have
been widely employed in the United States and a number of other
countries. By these methods and by the propaganda of reactionary
ideology, the ruling class “conditions” people’s minds, instilling ideas
it wants them to accept and obstructing the spread of progressive,
materialist ideas.

But thorny as the path of science and materialist philosophy
is, and despite the many ordeals they have to face in an exploiting
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society, they are able, in the end, to surmount all obstacles and make
steady headway. { S
. The strength of progressive materialist science and philosophy
resides in the fact that they reveal the laws of nature and society,
teach us to apply these laws in the interests of mankind and dispel
the darkness of ignorance with the light of genuine knowledge.

2. Materialism and Idealism

Philosophy deals with the most general features of the world
outlook. | |

Materialist philosophy is based on recognitjion of the existence
of nature—the stars, the sun, the earth with its, mountains and val-
leys, seas and forests, animals,.aird hurnan beings.endowed with con-
sciousness, with the ability to think. There are no supernatural phe-
nomena or forces, nor can there be. Man is only a particle of multi-
form nature, and consciousness is a property, a faculty, of man.
Nature exists objectively, that is, outside and independent of the
human mind. | |

But there are philosophers who deny this. They assert that only
mind, thought, spirit, or idea are primary, while the physical world
is derived from and dependent on the spirit.
 The question of the relation of the human mind to material being
is the fundamental question of all varieties of philosophy, including
the most recent. Which is primary—being or thinking? Philosophers
are divided into two great camps according to how they answer this
question. | |
" Those who consider that the material basis—nature—is primary
and regard thought, spirit, as a property of matter, belong to the
camp of materialism. Those who maintain that thought, spirit or
idea existed before nature and that nature is, in one way or another,
the creation of spirit and dependent upon it, comprise the camp of
idealism. That is the only philosophical meaning of the terms “ideal-
ism” and “materialism”. | |
~ From the most ancient times a fierce, undying struggle has been
waged between the supporters of the materialist and idealist views.
In fact, the whole history of philosophy is the history of the struggle
between these two camps, these two parties in philosophy—material-
ism and idealism.

Spontaneous Materialism

In their practical activities men do not doubt that the objects
around them and the phenomena of nature exist independently of
their consciousness. This means that spontaneously they adopt the
standpoint of materialism,
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The spontaneous materialism “of any healthy person who has
not been an inmate of a lunatje asylum or a pupil of the idealist
philosophers,” Lenin wrote, “consists in the view that things, the
environment, the world, exist independently of our sensations, of
our consciousness, of our Self, and of man in general,”?

Man cannot live by ideas and concepts alone, cannot subsist
on his own sensations, the products of his imagination. In prac-
tice this is perfectly well known to everyone, including the phi-
losophers who invent. idealistic theories inferring the existence
of material things from sensations, concepts and ideas. Time and
again they have had to acknowledge that they live in defiance of
their own philosophy, and that if there were no material things in
‘the world, people would die of starvation.

This spontaneous, unconscious materialism is characteristic of
the vast majority of natural scientists. They do not as a rule delve
into philosophical problems, but spontaneously follow the logic
of the scientific facts with which they have to deal. Nature, the sub-
ject of their research, reveals at every step the materiality of the phe-
nomena they investigate. For whatever the field of investigation —
celestial bodies or molecules and atoms, electricity and magnetism
or plant and animal life—the scientist is always dealing with objec-
tive processes, with material things and their properties, with laws
of nature that exist independently of the human mind.

In bourgeois society only the boldest and most consistent scien-
tists openly proclaim themselves adherents of philosophical mate-
rialism. Most scientists are under such strong pressure from official
bourgeois ideology, the Church, idealist philosophy and other envi-
ronmental factors, that they do not venture openly to side with mate-
rialism, waver and often make idealjst statements or reservations.
However, in their scientific studies they find themselves compelled,
by the very character of the subject matter, to express what are ba-
sically materialist views. |

There is the example of T. H. Huxley, the nineteenth-century
English naturalist. He did not call himself a materialist, but in
his studies in zoology, comparative anatomy, anthropology and
evolution, he upheld materialist views, stating that philosophical
idealism leads only to confusion and ignorance. Engels described
scientists of this type as “shamefaced materialists”, and Lenin said
that Huxley’s anti-materialist reservations were only a fig-leaf
to cover up his spontaneous natural-scientific materialism. -

Often enough, modern natural scientists who attempt a philo-
sophical interpretation of their scientific discoveries arrive at ideal-
istic conclusions. But as long as they keep to the scientific field.
to practical work in the laboratory, factory or experimental farm—ag
long as they do not indulge in philosophical theorising, but concern
themselves with the natural phenomena they are investigating, they
behave like spontaneous materialists. - -
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One of the greatest physicists of our time, the late Albert Ein-
stein, was influenced by idealism in some of his philosophical con-
ceptions, but in the realm of science he is known for his theory of
relativity, the real content of which is materialistic. |

Another eminent scientist, Max Planck, founder of modern quan-
tum physics, although he, too, did not call himself a materialist,
in his work on physics and philosophy defended the idea of a “healthy
world outlook” that recognises the existence of nature independ-
ent of the human mind. Planck combated philosophical idealism
and was, in fact if not in name, a materialist.

Not infrequently, however, idealism adversely affects the scien-
tist’s interpretation of his scientific data. This makes it evident
that spontaneous materialism is an inadequate defence against ideal-
ism. Only conscious acceptance of dialectical materialism is a re-
liable safeguard against idealist errors. -

Materialism—a Progressive Philosophy

Unlike spontaneous or naive materialism, philosophical mate- -
rialismn scientifically substantiates, elaborates and consistently ap-
plies materialist conceptions based on the findings of progressive
science and social practice. - .

Materialist philosophy is an effective weapon against the per-
nicious influence of spiritual reaction. It provides a guide through-
out life, showing the correct way of solving the philosophical prob-
lems that agitate men’s minds. "

For centuries the Church has tried to instil contempt for earthly
life and fear of God. It taught people, and above all the mass of op-
pressed humanity, that their destiny was to toil and pray, that
happiness was unattainable in this “vale of tears”, that it could be
achieved only in the next world, as the reward for obedience and -
meekness. The Church threatened with the wrath of God and torment
in hell those who dared rise against the divinely established rule of
the exploiters.

The great historic service rendered by materialist philosophy is
that it helped man to break free of all superstitions. Ever since an-
cient times it has taught him not to fear death, not to fear gods and
other supernatural forces.

It teaches us not to hope for happiness beyond the grave, but to
prize life on earth and strive to improve it. For the first time ma-
terialism gave man the realisation of his dignity and intellect, pro-
claiming that man was not a worm condemned to crawl in the dust,
but nature’s supreme creation capable of mastering the forces
of nature and making them serve him. Materialism is imbued with
the utmost faith in the human intellect, in the power of knowledge,
in man’s ability to fathom all the secrets of the world around him,
and to create a social system based on reason and justice.
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The idealists often calumniate materialism, presenting it . as
“an uncanny, a sinister, a nightmare view of life” (William James).
Actually, it is idealism, especially its latter-day versions, that is
a philosophy of gloom. It is idealism, not materialism, that denies
man’s ability to acquire knowledge and preaches distrust in science.
It is idealism, not materialism, that extols the cult of death. It is
idealism that has always been the 1deological source for the most
abhorrent manifestations of anti-humanism-—racist theories and
fascist obscurantism, | E o

Philosophical idealism refuses to recognise the reality of the
external material world, repudiating it and proclaiming it unreal
and advancing instead an imagined, non-material world, |
- In contrast, materialism gives us a true picture of the world with-
out any superfluous additions in the shape of spirit, God, the crea-
tor of the world, etc. Materialists do not expect aid from supernatu-
ral forces. Their faith is in man, in his ability to transform the
world by his own efforts and make it worthy of himself,

Materialism is in its very essence an optimistic, life-asserting
and radiant philosophy, entirely alien to pessimism and Welt-
schmerz. That is why, as a rule, it is the world outlook of progressive
social groups and classes. Its supporters fearlessly look ahead and
are not tormented by doubts of the justice of their cause.

The advocates of idealism have always sought to slander ma-
terialism, maintaining that materialists have no moral values
and lofty ideals, these being the prerogative only of supporters

of idealist philosophy. In point of fact, the dialectical and histor-
- ical materialism of Marx and Engels, far from rejecting progressive
ideas, moral principles and lofty ideals, lays great emphasis on them.
It considers that successful struggle for progress, for a progressive

social system, is impossible without noble ideals that inspire men

in struggle and bold creative work.

The struggle of the working class and the Communists convinc-
ingly refutes the stupid idealist lie that materialists are indifferent
to ideals. For this struggle is being waged for the highest and no-
blest ideal of all, communism, and it produces legions of intrepid
fighters supremely devoted to that ideal.

Dialectical and Historical Materialism —
the Highest Stage in the Development of Philosophical
Thought

‘Modern materialism is the dialectical and historieql malerialism
- created by Marx and Engels. It did not appear out of thin air, for

the philosophy of Marx and Engels is the culmination of a long

process of development of philosophical thought. ;
Materialism arose about 2,500 years ago in China, India and
Greece. Materialist philosophical thought in these countries was

26

ctosely linked with the everyday experience of their peoPles, with
the first rudiments of the knowledge of nature. But science was
only just coming into being then, and the ancient materialist phi-
losophers’ conceptions of the world, though they contained many
brilliant conjectures, lacked a solid scientific basis and remained
extremely naive. | L

-~ The materialism of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
was much more mature, for progress in the natural sciences 'and
technology stimulated philosophical thought. At the same time,
materialist philosophy stimulated the study of nature. For instance,
the view of Francis Bacon, the seventeenth-century Engllsh ma-
terialist, that experiment is the basis of knowledge, and his statement
that knowledge is power, greatly stimulated the development of
the natural sciences. . .

In this period the biggest advances were made in ma'then:}at{cs
and the mechanics of terrestrial and celestial bodies..Thlg laid its
im print on the philosophical generalisations of materialists, including
their conception of matter and motion. A very important part in
the development of the new form of materialism was played !)y the
physics of the seventeenth century French philosopher René Des-
cartes, who was a materialist as regards his conception of nature,
the mechanistic theory of man advanced by the English materialist
Thomas Hobbes, and, in particular, the mechanics of Isaac Newton.
The materialist philosophers regarded all phenomena of nature and
social life from the standpoint of mechanics and by its aid hoped to
explain these phenomena, Hence their materialism came to Ibe
known as mechanical materialism. Its exponents in the elghteeqth
century were John Toland and Joseph Priestley in England, J uhep
la Mettrie, Paul Holbach, Claude-Adrien Helvétius and Denis Di-
derot in France, | '

This close connection of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
materialism with the natural sciences was its positive aspect._But
it also had its defects. Engels pointed to three basic limitations.

First, its mechanistic approach. In those days mechanics was
the model science for the materialist philosophers and this limited
their field of vision. They tried to reduce all processes, all types qf
motion to mechanical motion, failing to understand the peculiari-
ties of organic nature and the specific features and laws of social
life. | |

Their second limitation was an inability to understand and ex-
plain development in nature, even when the facts of such develop-
ment were noticed by them. Their vision of nature as a whole was
of something immutable and unchangeable, eternally repeating the
same cycle. That view of nature is called metaphysical and, conse-
quently, mechanical materialism was a metaphysical doctrine,

Lastly, these materialists, like all the materialists before Marx,
were unable to apply materialism in interpreting social affairs.
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'Ijhey failed' to see its material basis and considered that the transi-
tion of society from‘lower to higher forms was due to progress in
knowledge, a change in the views and ideas prevailing in the society.

Such an explanation, however, is an idealist one.

Moreover, the pre-Marxian materialists did not understand the
part played by the Practical-critical, revolutionary activity of
classes, of the masges, in changing reality, in refashioning social life.
True, they insisted on the need for replacing the feudal system by
the bourgeois system, but at the same time they rejected the strug-
gle of the masses for a new social order. Their fear of mass struggle

was indicative of their bourgeois class limitation.

A step forward was made by the early nineteenth-century Ger-
man _phllosopher Ludwig Feuerbach and, more especially, by the
Ru;smn reyolutionary democrats Alexander Herzen, Vissarion
B.elmsky, Nikolai Chernyshevsky and Nikolai Dobrolyubov.: Feuer-
bach was able, to a certain extent, to overcome the mechanistic lim-

itations of his eighteenth-century predecessors, but shared their
o.ther defjects. Furthgrmore his philosophy was divorced from prac-
tical social and political activity. The Russian materialists, on the

o;sher hand, eﬂndeawjoured. to combine their materialist understanding
0 r:;ature with dialectics; that was their outstanding achieve-
ment.

More, as ide_ologistg of the revolutiohary Russian peasantry,
thgyt sa;}v En phll(i)lsoci)hlcal theory not only an explanation of what
©X1518, but a method of reforming, refashioning the existin
benefit of the people. ° g for the

Mat_erlal.lsm reache;d a new, its highest, stage in the dialectical
and historical materialism of Marx and Engels, the great teachers
and leaders of the prolet.ariat? the most progressive and revolution-
ary clags of modern society. Marx and Engels achieved a veritable
revolution in philosophy.

Conversant with_ the highest achievements of contemporary so-
cial and natural science, and having mastered and creatively inter-
preted everything of value in the preceding development of philosoph-
ical ﬂ_l()l'lght, Marx and Engels created diglectical and historical
materialism, a new form of materialism free of the shortcomings of
its forerunners. ~

In Marxist phi_losop!ly, materialism is combined with dialectjcs
to form an organic unity. In their development of dialectics, Marx
f,-mdl Igpgelshproceﬁded from the very rich heritage of socjal thought
Including the achievements of German philosophv. espec he
idealist dialectics of Hegel. ’ PRy, especially the

.They took as their basis also a higher level of science, new discov-
eries in the natural sciences, of special importance among which
were the law of conservation and transtormation of energy, the dis-
covery of the cell, and Darwin’s theory of the origin of species. The
achievements of natural science provided a strictly scientific founda-
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tion for the theory of development, and of the unity and universal
interconnection of natural phenomena.

Instead of the one-sided mechanistic view of nature and man,
Marx and Engels presented their theory of development, which em-
braces all spheres of reality and, at the same time, takes into account
the specific character of each: inorganic nature, the organic world,
social life, and human consciousness.

Marx and Engels were the first to extend materialism to the under-
standing of social life. They discovered the material motive forces
and laws of social development, thus converting the history of so-
ciety into a science. |

Lastly, they converted materialist philosophy from an abstract
theory into an effective means for the transformation of society, into
an ideological weapon of the working class in its struggle for social-
ism and communism,

The philosophical doctrine of Marx and Engels has won wide
recognition among the working people in all countries. It is a gen-

uine philosophy of the masses. |

3. The Philosophical Conecept of Matter

In Marxist philosophical materialism the concept “matter” is
used in its broadest sense—to denote everything that exists objec-
tively, that is, independent of our mind and reflected in our sensa-
tions. “Matter,” Lenin wrote, “is the objective reality given to us
in sensation.” |

It is very important to understand this broad meaning of the con-
cept “matter”. Most of the old, pre-Marxian materialists regarded
as matter only physical bodies and the tiny particles—atoms or
corpuscles—of which these bodies are composed. Democritus and
Epicurus, for instance, believed that the world consisted of atoms
moving about in empty space, the Void; things were merely combi-
nations of atoms. Subsequently, physics confirmed the ancient mate-
rialists’ brilliant conjecture of the atomic structure of matter. The
concept of matter as confined only to atoms, however, was an over-
simplification that led to an inadequate understanding of the mate-
rial world, Yet this view of matter was revived in modern times and
persisted in science up to the close of the nineteenth century.

The term “matter” as used in Marxist philosophical materialism
designates objective reality in all its multiform manifestations. Mat-
ter is not only the tiny particles of which all things are composed.
It is the infinite multitude of worlds in an infinite universe; the gase-
ous and dust clouds of the cosmos; our own solar system with its
sun and planets; the earth and everything existing on it. It is, also,
radiation, the physical fields that transfer the action of one body or
particle to another and connect them: electro-magnetic, nuclear and
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gravitational fields. Everything existing outside and independent

of our mind is of a material nature.

All sciences devoted to the study of objective reality study matter,
its different qualities and states, |

The physical sciences deal with the physical states of matter,
Modern physics has established that the atom is a complex structure,
and by nomeans a simple, indivisible and immutable particle, as the
old atomists believed. The scientists have also established that the
atoms of one element cap be converted into the atoms of another
element by transformation of atomic nuclei. For instance, uranjum
afoms Placed in a nuclear reactor are converted into plutonium
atoms. '

The new physical Phenomena discovered in the opening years of
the century (radioactivity, X-rays, etc.) proved the divisibility and
highly complex structure of the atom, led to new theories of the struc-

ture of matter and demolished the old concepts of classical physics. -

On the ground that the atom could not be regarded as ap immutable
and indivisible particle of matter, many idealist philosophers and
physicists who had succumbed to idealistic delusions drew the con-
clusion that science had refuted the materialist conception of nature.
There was talk of the “disappearance of matter”. These assertions
were profoundly erroneous. Marxist philosophical materialism has
never committed itself to any one-sided theory of the structure of
matter, and has never sought to reduce matter to some set of unchange-
able “bricks of the universe”, It has always understood matter to
mean one thing and one thing only, namely, objective reality exist-

that the world exists objectively, and that consciousness is a reflec-
tion of the world. The philosophical concept of matter is used to
designate the entire objective world. As for the physical structure
of the world and its Physical properties, these are studied by physics,
and as science develops our views on the physical structure of mat-

. ter change. But those changes, however great, cannot shake the prop-

osition of philesophical materialism that there exists an objective
world and that physics, like many other sciences, deals with this
objective, material world. “For the sole ‘property’ of matter with
whose recognition philosophical materialism is bound up,” Lenin

wrote, “is the property of being an objective reality, of existing out-
side our mind.”? |

ception will not be misled by the idealist philosophers who assert

that the new discoveries in physics are proof of the disappearance of
matter,
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Matter is uncreatable and indestructible. It is eternally chang—

ing, but not a single particle can be reduced to nothingness by any
ical, chemical or other processes. o ‘

ph%iiéice provides ample corroboration of this thesis of ph]_!o-
sophical materialism. Let us cite one example. Modern physics
has established that, under definite conditions, such material par-
ticles as the positron and electron digappear to produce quanta
(portions) of light, photons. Some physicists call this phenomenon
the “annihilation of matter” which literally means complete destruc-
tion, transformation into nothingness. Idealist phl_losophers pomli!;f
to this phenomenon as a fresh “proof” of the d.lsappearan.ce 0
matter. Actually, there is no disappearance_: conversion of positrons
and electrons into photons is the transition of matter from ona
state to another, from a solid body to li_ght. Na_ture knows also the
reverse process—conversion of photonsru}to positrons and electrons,
that is, the conversion of light into solid matter. All these trans-
formations conform to the law of conservation of mass and energy.
- The world presents a picture of great diversity: inorganic na-
ture, organic nature, physical phenomena, chemlical. processes, plant
and animal life, social life. Science and materlahst_phll_osophy re-
veal the unity within this diversity. This unity consists in the‘fact
that all these infinitely diverse processes and-phenomena.are d;fi’er—
ent states of matter, its different properties apd' ma1:11f(-;-s.l‘,a1_;‘}1__0‘11?;1.".L
Engels said: “The real unity of the world consists in its materiality.
It consists also in the fact that consciousness belongs to the same ma-
terial world in which we live, and not to some other world of the here-
after, that consciousness is a property of matter organised in a spe-
cm'}‘h‘zagénviction of the unity of the material World‘ was formefl :';md
strengthened in battle against the religious doctrine that divides
the world into Earth and Heaven; in battle against dualism, which
regards spirit and body, mind and matter, as separate and unconnect-
ed entities; in battle against philosophical 1deghsm, wh_lc_h sees
the unity of the world in its being a product of mmd, of spirit,

4. Uni\?ersai Forms 61‘ the Existence
of the Material World

Etefnal Motion in. Nature

Nature and society do not know absolute rest, immobili_ty, im-
mutability, The world presents a picture of constant motjon and
change. | |

Motion, change, development is an eternal and inahenagle prop-
erty of matter. “Motion is the mode of existence _of matter,” Engels
said. “Never anywhere has there been matter without motion, nor
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can there be.”? Eve'ry material body, every material particle—the
molecule, atom or its components— are by their very nature in g

constant state of motion and change.

The philosophical understanding of motion implies more than-
the movement of a body in space. As a mode of existence of mat-
ter, motion embraces all the processes and changes taking place
1n the universe. Among these changes a specially important part is §
played by the processes of development of matter, the passage of |

matter from one state to another, higher state, marked by new fea-
tures and properties.

There are no permanently fixed, ossified things in the world,
only things undergoing change, processes. This means that no-
where is there absolute rest, a state that would preclude motion.
There 1S only relative rest. A body may be in a state of rest only
In relation to a definite point on the earth’s surface. But that body
moves with the movement of the earth, with the movement of the
- entire solar system. Besides, its component parts, molecules and
atoms, are in motion too, and complex processes are at work within

thesv_a components. In short, the state of rest is only relative. Only
motion is absolute, without exceptions.

Forms of Motion of Matter

Corresponding to the diversity of matter is the diversity of its
forms of motion. The simplest form of the motion of matter is me-
chanical movement of a body in space. A more complex form is ther-
mal processes, the random motion of molecules that make up a
physical body. Science has established that light, electro-magnetic ra-
diation and intra-nuclear processes are also specific forms of matter
in motion. Another form of motion is seen 1n chemical processes of
the transformation of matter by combination and recombination of
atoms and molecules. The life of organic nature, the physiological
Processes in plants and animals, the evolution of species—these too
are specific manifestations of the universal property of matter, viz.
motion, |

A much more complex form of motion is seen in human so-
cial life: the development of material production, economic life,
etc.

Since the end of the nineteenth century, scientists have discovered
and successfully studied a number of new, previously unknown
forms of matter in motion: motion of atomic particles around the
nucleus, intricate transformation processes within the atomic nu-
cleus, ete. It can he safely assumed that science will discover still
more forms of matter in motjon.

The various forms of motion are not isolated from one another,
but are interconnected and become transformed one into another,
Thus thermal processes can give rise to chemical transformations

32

e 2oL, i e % i - - &

and light phenomena. At a delinite stage of development, chemieal
Processes led to the formation of proteins and the enzyme systems
assoclated with them. This was the basis of the origin of life, that is.
of the biological form of the motion of matter.

One form of motion can pass into another and this has found
CXpression notably in the fundamental law of natural science, viz.,
the law of transformation and conservation of energy,

Different forms of motion correspond to different stages in the
development and complication of matter. The lower, simpler forms
become constituent parts of the higher, more complex forms. Nevy-
ertheless, there is a qualitative difference between the different
forms of motion, and the higher forms cannot be reduced to the lower
forms. For instance. physiological processes .include mechanical
motion—the  movement in space of elements taking part in these
processes—bhut they cannot be reduced to, and are not exhausted
by, the mechanical movement of these elements.

The old, pre-Marxian mechanistic materialists believed that
all life, in nature and human society, could be reduced to the me-
chanical movement of bodies and particles in space. Marxist philo-
sophical materialism, with its broad view of motion as change in
general, overcomes the narrow and oversimplified mechanistic con-
ception of the motion of matter.

Space and Time

Matter can move only in space and time. All bodies, includ-
ing man_himself, and all material processes taking place in the
objectively existing world, occupy a definite place in space. They
are located near or far from one another: separated by distance:
a moving body proceeds along a definite path. All this expresses
the property of material things and processes known as extension.

Space is a universal mode of the existence of matter. There is
not and cannot be matter without space, just as there cannot be
space without matter. The difference between the extension of an
individual body and that of the whole material world is that the
former is limited, finite, that is, has a beginning and end, whereas
the material world is limitless, infinite. |
-~ Distances in the universe are incomparably greater than the
distances we are accustomed to on the earth. Modern telescopes
enable us to detect stellar systems the light from which takes hun-
dreds of millions of years to reach the earth, though light travels at
a speed of 300,000 kilometres a second. But even these magnitudes,
being finite, do not give us a real picture of the vastness of the uni-
verse, which is infinite. Its infinitude lies beyond the bounds of
imagination and can only be expressed as a scientific concept.

The existence of physical bodies and of man himself has a dura-
Yon in time—minutes, hours, days, etc. Everything in the world
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exist in time.
But again there is g difference between
of an individual thing and of
individual things is restricted in
eternally. Every thing

arises, undergoes change and subsequently
ceases to exist. Nature,

no beginning and
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teggfefllége’fe?lrs us that the world existed prior to man and his co

ago. Such is the time scale of the earth’s history. But neither these

0 give us a rea] conception

of space and time change
nce with the distribution
In that Sense, space and time are

In various parts of the universe in accorda
and motion of material masses,

Attempts to Deny the Objective Existence
of Space and Time

Man's day-to-day eXperience over the centuries and scientjfjc

data prove that Space and time exijst objectively, though this is
denied by many idealist philosophers.

The German idealjst philosopher, Immanuel Kant, claimed there
‘Was no such thing as objective space and lime existing independent
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0. Consciousness—a Property of Matter
Organised in a Special Way

Thinking—a Result of the Evolution of Living
Matter

The ability to think, characteristijc of man, and found also in an
elementary form in the higher animals, is the product of a lIong his-
torical development along the paths of the increasingly
rellection of the external and internal world by living bein

The material basis of life is protein, a complex product of the de-
velopment of matter. Protein compounds, especially in the form of
thzyme systems, play a decisive part in metabolism, the basis of
the vital activity of every organism. Associated with metabolism are
other features of life: reproduction, irritability, etec. Irritability en-
ables living beings to respond to influences of the internal and ex-
ternal environment by adaptive reactions. This is an elementary
form of reflex activity. In the higher stages of the development of
the organic world, this Property of irritability, which is characteris-
tic of the simplest organisms, becomes the basis for higher nervous
activity, and what is called psychic activity. |

Even in unicellular organisms there is a differentiation of elements
particularly sensitive to various external stimuli. With the appear-
ance of multicellular animals, specialisation of the cells of the or-

gs,

complex

ganism occurs, with th

tors) that are capable of receiving external
the energy of stimulation into excitation,
8IoWs more complex, these cells graduall
system and its central organ, the brain.

The nervous system is an organ which by its structures
esses reflects all the diverse energetic and
lies of the external world, at the same tim
of organs within the organism itself,

Ir vertebrates, the central nervous system is com
na! cord and the brain with its various divisions.
brain is relatively small, with hardly any develop
bral hemispheres. In amphibia, the brain is bigger and there are the
beginnings of the forebrain, the basis for the development of the
- cerebral hemispheres. In reptiles, the brain is still more developed

and the surface of the hemispheres for the first time shows nerve
cells from which the cortex is formed. In birds, the cerebral hemi-
spheres are still bigger, but the cortex little developed. The hemi-
spheres are much more developed in mammals, owing to the
ment and complexity of the cortex. The higher mammals have ap
extensive cortex with many irregular ridges and fissures, and the
hemispheres cover all the other parts of the brain,

The highest development of the brain, and especially of its cortex,
Is to be found in man. The cerebral cortex constitutes an apparatus

develop-
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natural science.

conclusion drawn by]?ll sgziiirnneive—endings resulting from exter-
The excltabiot 'Of 1-l'e‘ tf;nsmitted through the centripetal nerves
nal and interna! S lf 'of the brain. IFrom there impulses are
to the appropriate pat’s - to various organs of the body,
: the centrifugal nerves _ . A
carried by i ivi What we have is a reflex action of the
stimulating thelr actWIEy.l roanism. to one or another stimulus.
given organ, and the who edorg oux: hand away from something
For example, When you cta 3fzthe kind that psychologists call
hot, that is a reflex action. 1t 1s © e both in animals and man.
onditioned reflexes. They are Innate bo he beat:
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e nimal. Analysis |
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are produced by combining some conditional stimulus ( 1% : so;%nn,
etc.) with an unconditioned stimulus that evokes a reflex gchl?.
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